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John

c.

Hoffman was born in the state of Pennsylvania in 1813.

was captain on

a

river boat upon the Ohio River for_ many years.

He

His wife,

Mary D. Hoffman, was also born in Pennsylvania in the year of 1821.

They

came to Minnesota and settled upon a farm near Shakonee where they lived
until 1862 when they moved to West Union, Todd County, Minnesot a , and
settled upon the West one-half of East one-half of Section twenty-five
and made his filing there on August 10, 1863.

Final .p roef was made by

his heirs March 16, 1869.
The children of John C. and Mary D. Hoffman were: Lavina D., who

married George S~lmond; John D.; C. O.;

o.

D.; and Hattie who married

Frank Densmore at West Union, December _25, 1863.
C.

o.

Hoffman was married June 21, 1870 to Harriet C. Frederick and

farmed the South West one-fourth of Section t wenty-five for a year.

He

learned the carpenters' trade and worked with Charles R. Sylvester for a
time when he moved to Sauk Centre and carried on his trade.

o. D.

Hoffman lives in Minneapolis.

Mary D. Hoffman di'ed at Sauk Centre in 1902.

On the night of September 3, 1863, ·while Mary D. Hoffman was sitting
up mending clothing, the rest of the family hav ing retired, the dog be-

gan to bark and run up and down the road in front of the shanty in a very
excited manner.

Her husband, John

c.

Hoffman, was awakened and asked his

wife what the dog was barking at, and she replied,"! do not know."

Mr.

Hoffman told her to look out and see and she replied,"! am afraid."

Mr.

Hoffman immediately got up and dressed and went out to i nvestigate.

He

followed the dog and went down the road toward the Salmond place ,and looking over in the field saw one of the Salmond horses running lose in the
pasture.

Mr. Hoffman tried to call the horse to him but it was frightened

and ran about the field.

At

last Mr. Hoffman got up to the horse and
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di so over ed an Indian lariat around its neck.

Mr. Hoffman went to the

Salmond home and called Mr. Salmo~d and showed him the lariat.

Mr.

Salmond immediately 9alled his family and when they were dressed took
them to the Hoffman home.

The men then went back to the Salmond place
They searched around f or the

and found that the other horse was gone.
horse but were unable to find it.
and John

c.

They tied the one horse in_the barn

Hoffman said he was going over to the Neal home and get

Mr. Neal to help look for the missing animal.

His son, John D., said,

"If you are going to Neal's I'm going with you.
alone. tt

I'll not let you go

It was then arranged that Mr. Salmond should go back and

protect the women ami children, should they be molested, and John O.
and John D. Hoffman should go for Mr. Neal.

The two Ho f fmans arrived

at Neals without any appearance of Indians and called Mr. Neal out.
The three then started back and when they got as far as Neal's
stable Mr. Hoffman suggested he had better see if his mules were still
safe.

Neal did so and found the mules standing quietly.

started the search for the lost horse.

c.

Th ey started GliJwn

The three then
he bank of the

Ashley creek three - abreast.

John

in the middle, John D. on his left,

and Neal on his right side.

They were just beyond the Neal sta.bles when

three shots were fired from the brush and John C. Hoffman fell to the

ground.

An

ounce ball and seven buck shot entered his back and passed

through his body.
Neal turned and ran to the house wllile John D. Hoffman fired one _
shot into the brush where he thought the shots had come from, then loaded
his gun and returned to the Neal home, expecting an attack by the Indians

any moment, which, however, did not come.
Buchnan, who was guiding the company of soldiers then camped across
Silver Creek, heard the shots ~nd told the com.~anding officer that he was
sure some one had been attacked by the Indians across the creek, but the
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officer said that it was sqmeone trying to scare the soldiers who were
probably stea1ing potatoes.

Buolman was not satisfied and as soon as

it was light enough in the morning he crossed Silver Creek to the place

where he thought the stots had come from and found the ~ody of John C.
Hoffman.

He went to the Neal cabin and got Neal and John D. Hoffman

and went out and carried the bo<ly of John C. Hoffman into his cabin.
When the shots were fired those at the Hoffman home knew that something serious had happened and Mrs. Hoffman wanted to go over to the
soldiers and get help, but she was not allowed to do so.

They stayed

in the Hoffman home the rest of the night in doubt and fear, expecting

to be attacked at any moment.

Buchnan and some soldiers trailed the

Indians as far as the Jardine place where the trail was lost.
or three nights following the killing of John

c.

For two

Hoffma..Yl. the Indians re-

turned and laid across the road behind a fence so the Hoffman and Salmond families decided to seek protection in the stockade at Sauk Centre.
The horse was never recovered, but it was reported by half-breeds that
the horse was seen, in the pcssession of Indians, near Ambercrombie.
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DEATH RECORD BOOK A. 12 (1902) PAGE 325 LINE 1
Kary Hoffman

Born December 18, 1821 in Pittsburg, Pennsylvania.

Died Ju y 13, 1902
Age 80 years 6 months and 25 da.y s

